
The Foundation for the Palm Springs Unified School District  
 
July 25, 2019 Minutes  
 
Directors present:  Mitch Blumberg, Kathy Bush, Sanford Friedman, Mark Gauthier 
(via teleconference), Bob Hettinger, Jerry Hipps, David Jager, Betty Rinnig, Dan 
Spencer, Robert Tindall, Tim Wood       
Directors absent:  Claude Brown, Marge Cook, Ellen Donaldson, Kathleen Jurasky, 
Fred Kilguss, Dr. Sandra Lyon (ex-officio), Sidney Williams, David Wolfe   
Staff Present: Javier Sanchez, Edgar Gutierrez 
 
1.  Welcome:  President Mark Gauthier, called the meeting to order at 7:59 am.  
 
2.  Minutes:  A quorum was present. Sanford moved and Tim seconded a motion to 
approve the June 27, 2019 meeting minutes.  The motion was approved. 
 
3.  Treasurer’s Report:  Bob reported that  
 a. Investments are up.  Current value is $2.443M from $2.113M in June of 2018. 
 b. The annual P & L show a net income of $94,542 with release of surplus.  This 
means that money is not held back, but used for programs. 
 c.  June, 2019 had almost $84,000 in income:  $20K in grants for robotics, $30K 
in individual donations, $5K from the Auen Foundation and $7K for individual 
scholarships, among others.  Sanford asked whether the year-end party had brought 
in any additional donations.  $5K came in from Donna MacMillan.  
 d.  The audit is almost finished.  With a little more info, he hoped that the audit 
would be completed by the first week in August. 
 
Tim noted that although June was at budget, many months are behind budget.  He 
hoped that an action plan could be created to bring reality to the budget.  Mark 
agreed that from an accounting point of view his concern was valid, but Bob noted 
that from a marketing perspective in order to solicit more needed funds, the 
Foundation had adopted a stretch budget so as to encourage donors to make larger 
gifts. 
 
4. Javier’s Year-end Report:  
 a.  The classroom grant cycle is now open.  He has already received 20 
applications.  The deadline for submission is September 11. 
 b. $43K has already gone over to the District for purchasing robotics 
equipment (Legos and Kindergarten student trial).  The Foundation is almost to goal 
for fundraising. 
 c. Back-to-School Assembly:  It is unclear whether the Foundation will be 
included in the program.  Ellen has been in touch with the Superintendent’s Office, 
but to date no invitation had been extended for Ellen to speak. 
 d. Musical Instruments:  Some monies have come in: $5K from Donna 
MacMillan, $10K from the Old Las Palmas Homeowners Association, $7.5K from The 



Helen Grace Spearman Foundation.  Other solicitations are being made to Bighorn 
Cares.  The need is $1K for teacher training, $1K for a student recital and $20K for 
instruments.  Barbara Anglin has replaced Louisa Castrodale as Arts Coordinator for 
the District. 
 
 
5.  SMART Program: Sanford reported that the program has recruited additional 
mentors.  There will be a 2 to 1 ratio of mentees to mentors with 10 mentors with 2 
team leads at each site.  Mark asked how the Foundation could turn the mentor 
program into a fund-raising program as well.  Sanford volunteered the use of Jerry’s 
and his home for a softer ask - introducing the program to potential donors with 
information.  The needed outcome is to expand the program’s visibility, to have 
mentors in more high schools and to bring in more dollars to stabilize funding. 
 
Jerry brought up that the Fogelson mentor program for 10th graders, Bright Futures, 
ties into SMART.  Bright Futures will meet once or twice each month with identified 
topics and possible activities.  Mark was hopeful that the Fogelson community will 
support it, and that his friends might become mentors - noting that there has to be a 
fund-raising component beyond starting a program.  Mitch noted that the goals of 
better academics, socialization cross over to other non-Foundation programs such 
as Big Brothers, Big Sisters and the Ophelia Project. 
 
  
6.  Events and Marketing Committee:  Robert reported that the committee had 
met and defined three areas of focus (instruments, SMART, robotics), but needed to 
understand what the monetary goals should be for each.  
 
The committee wondered how house parties could be supported, how to get more 
volunteer help and how to create a process of discussions for persons who could be 
assets.  Betty concurred and emphasized that this important work cannot be left to 3 
people to implement and the need is URGENT.  Everything must be ready for 
October. Board members must be ready to volunteer or give names.  They have 
identified 5-6 people to talk to.  Mark volunteered to join the committee.  He has 
always hoped that people volunteering from the community could be a conduit to 
Board membership.  
 
Mitch saw a need to define the expectations of and for volunteers.  He felt it was a 
means of introducing the Foundation’s work to the community.  Twice monthly 
meetings might be necessary to indoctrinate people.  He proposed inviting 
prospective volunteers to the next Board meeting.  Betty concurred that there has to 
be a comprehensive meeting with volunteers around what the Foundation needs 
them to do. 
 
Contacting the volunteer coordinators and teaming up with other organizations 
having large numbers of volunteers such as Mizell or Eisenhower was suggested. 
Tim will give Robert some names and contact numbers.   



 
Mark was urged that the Richards seat campaign not be forgotten, cautioned that 
the Foundation has started more projects than completed and urged a Board 
member to take it on as a project. 
   
Robert also thought the Speakers Bureau could be used as a marketing tool, but 
needed a list of organizations and requested more volunteers.  Mark will speak with 
Joan Boiko to get her list of contacts.  
 
Tim suggested that Joan should also create a separate page for the Foundation.  
Javier could manage Edgar as he posted photos.  Several suggestions were added 
from having students do work-study at the Foundation, encouraging realtors to 
make a gift to the Foundation in honor of a house purchaser, giving out incentives 
after donations such as Lifestream’s movie theatre ticket giveaway, to adding photos 
of Tim’s dog (hat has 50K followers) to each posting for added visibility and reach. 
 
7.  Project Status Update:  Mark reported that Native American Studies is ready for 
its second round of funding. 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:04 am.     
 
 
 
 
 


