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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
1.1  PURPOSE 

This Presentation has been prepared to highlight The Palm Springs High School (PSHS) 

Auditorium Education Project (proposed Project) in accordance with the commitments of the 

Palm Springs Unified School District (PSUSD).  The PSHS Auditorium has experienced a 100% 

increase in use over the last 56 years.  The renovated and expanded use of the Auditorium will 

enable PSUSD to meet the educational demands of our most precious asset, our children, and 

the community needs of a culturally enriched city. 

 
 
 
 

1.2  DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT 

The PSUSD is proposing to renovate, modernize, and expand the existing 20,500-square-foot 

(sq. ft.) Auditorium located in the southern portion of the high school campus. Because of its 

age and extended use over the last 50 years, the Auditorium is considered obsolete for modern 

performance standards. The current Auditorium requires substantial efforts to mitigate 

inadequate storage and restroom space, small dressing rooms, acoustics, poor plumbing, 

electrical and HVAC systems, and outdated performance technology, as well as to repair or 

replace damaged interior and exterior features and structural (seismic) integrity concerns. A full 

description of the proposed Project is provided in the Final MND which can be found on the 

PSUSD website:   www.psusd.us 

 

 

1.3  HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 
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The cultural awakening of the Coachella Valley can be traced directly to the Palm Springs High 

School Auditorium.  Early cultural pioneers, who founded the Friends of the LA Philharmonic, 

the Palm Springs Opera Society, and the Friends of the Cultural Center (McCallum Theatre), 

used this facility to bring world-class performing art to the region.  In addition to its daily role in 

providing performance space for performing arts students of the district, the Palm Springs High 

School Auditorium played host to internationally significant orchestras, operas, theatre 

companies and dance companies.  Among those performing at the Auditorium were such 

notables as:  the LA Philharmonic Orchestra, Opera a la Carte, Marcel Marceau, great big bands 

such as Count Basie and Woody Herman, recitals, plays from companies such as the Long Wharf 

Theatre, dance companies such as Ballet West, and variety shows with bills featuring the likes 

of Bob Hope, The Glenn Miller Orchestra, Stan Kenton Orchestra, Maynard Ferguson, the Dallas 

Brass and more.   

Today, the PSHS Auditorium provides a venue for a unique combination of community and 

educational film and theatre. For a variety of reasons, community film and theatre thrives in 

this nation and our valley like nowhere else in the world.  Seeing the positive impact that it can 

have on youth, families, area businesses, and a community's identity is a humbling but 

energizing experience.  The PSHS Auditorium offers a gateway to new worlds of experience, 

emotion and knowledge. By promoting unity, and creating an accepting environment for 

debate, self-expression and interactivity, our Auditorium can be the centerpiece to the fabric of 

our society; our children; an unmatched component to the very health of our neighborhoods, 

town and cities. Our ongoing commitment is to continue to heighten the bar on education; 

constantly making it better -- while continuing to encourage the positive impacts that theatre, 

film, and visual education and participation bring. 

 

1.4  OVERVIEW OF PROGRAMS  
 
VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS 

The arts programs at Palm Springs High School are substantive, rigorous, and inspiring. The 

Department of Visual and Performing Arts thrives on the collaborative energy of four distinct 

disciplines —Music, Dance, Theatre, and Visual Art. At the heart of the Arts Department is a 

curricular program that is both broad and deep. We offer courses designed to engage and 

support the curious beginner, as well as courses designed to challenge and refine the skills of 

students heading toward advanced post-secondary instruction, individual fulfillment, career 

application, and life skills that lead to a more meaningful and enriched life.  

 

Over the course of any given school year, the arts programs at Palm Springs High School 

thoughtfully instruct well over half of the student body and creatively engage the entire school 

community and the community at large.  Projected Students 2014-2015 School Year 

Instrumental Music- Band 180; Orchestra – 50; Classical Guitar- 100; Vocal Music 150; Dance- 

200; Theater- 150; Visual Arts- 250; Ceramics- 150; Television Production- 80; totaling 



1,050 Students. Arts Students constitute 60% of the total school population of 1,750. 

 
 

CAREER ACADEMIES - LINKED LEARNING 

If we are going to make significant changes in our country’s poverty rates we must change our 

country's culture about college and career education.   It is a moral, societal and economic 

imperative. We cannot continue to send so many children off to a future where they will live in 

poverty. 

California’s high schools are not working for large numbers of young people, with students 

feeling bored, unchallenged, or unclear about the relevance of school. Linked Learning is a high 

school improvement approach that makes learning exciting and challenging. It connects strong 

academics with real-world experience in a wide range of fields, such as engineering, arts and 

media, and biomedical and health sciences—helping students gain an advantage in high school, 

college, and career. 

Pathways that link learning with student interests and career preparation lead to higher 

graduation rates, increased college enrollments, and higher earning potential. While there is no 

one right way to implement a pathway, each of our pathways embraces four core components. 

Used in schools throughout California, this integrated approach helps students build a strong 

foundation for success in college and career—and life. 

Palm Springs Unified School District and Palm Spring High School: 

 Offers students personally-relevant, wholly-engaging, and rigorous academic and technical 

curricula combined with exposure to real-world professions. 

 Helps prepare students to graduate from high school well prepared to enter a two- or four-

year college or university, an apprenticeship, and formal job training. 

 Exposes many students in school to previously unimagined college and career 

opportunities.   

DATA 2013_2014  ACADEMY AND 
LINKED LEARNING  

DISTRICT % 

# of students that graduated in 2014   98% 87% 

# of students that met the A-G 
requirements for college eligibility 

67% 28% 

# of students going to Post Secondary 93% NA 

 

AVID COLLEGE READINESS  

AVID, Advancement Via Individual Determination, is an integrated solution dedicated to closing 

the achievement gap by preparing students for college and other postsecondary opportunities.  

AVID trains educators to use proven practices in order to prepare students for success in high 

school, college, and a career, especially students traditionally underrepresented in higher 

http://www.avid.org/avid-impact.ashx


education.  AVID brings research‐based strategies and curriculum to educational institutions 

in elementary, secondary, and higher education. The AVID system develops students’ critical 

thinking, literacy, and math skills across all content areas throughout the entire campus.  PSHS 

has proven success in: 

 Teaching skills and behaviors for academic success; 

 Providing intensive support with tutorials and strong student/teacher relationships; 

 Creating a positive peer group for students; 

 Developing a sense of hope for personal achievement gained through hard work and 

determination.   

 
 
 

1.5 CHALLENGES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
 
The last decade has been very challenging for school based programming throughout California. 

While residents across the state, and the nation as a whole, struggled to keep the doors to their 

businesses open or their mortgage payments current, the state budget deficit continued to 

escalate, and many programs were cut.  Fortunately PSUSD was progressive in ensuring that the 

Arts and College and Career Readiness programs were preserved as much as possible. Despite 

that commitment, programs were eliminated district-wide.  Individual courses have been and 

are being cut at some schools, leading to gaps or holes in education and therefore not allowing 

all students an opportunity to develop their talents. 

 

On the positive side, our programs have continued to grow in size and quality, but district 

resources have been sparse -- leading to an ever more challenging battle to offer quality 

programs. Aging facilities (particularly the Auditorium), equipment deficits, lack of books, 

absence of technology, and limited resources for tutoring, mentorship, internships and job 

shadowing have placed a very real strain on attempting to bring our students into the 21st 

century.  

 

In an increasingly competitive world, the need for highly specialized training and enriching 

experiences that allow for a more complete educational experience becomes that much more 

vital. The ability to increase the number of experts to aid in teaching and providing educational 

experiences for students, especially those who are familiar with “real world settings,” becomes 

that much more vital. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.avid.org/elementary.ashx
http://www.avid.org/secondary.ashx
http://www.avid.org/higher-education.ashx
http://www.avid.org/avid-schoolwide.ashx


 
1.6 PLANNING FORWARD   
 
All aspects of PSHS Career Academies would benefit from enhanced funding. Exposure and an 

opportunity to work with professional and valley industries in health and human services, 

hospitality, and the arts -- like musicians, actors, film makers, arts-oriented technical trades, 

and dancers -- would not only enhance student learning but would also give students a greater 

link to “real world” opportunities and expand their sphere of understanding. The ability to go 

beyond existing financial and program limitations means a 21st-century approach to production 

design and performance. 

 

With a newly renovated Auditorium, the Palm Springs High School and the Auditorium would 

be at the forefront of organizing and providing Festivals, Seminars, Educational Conferences, 

Lectures, Mentors, Film Festivals, and Gallery shows in the newly designed lobby, and 

Collaborative Performance sharing with Elementary, Middle School, and even international 

groups involved in cultural exchange. These programs that narrowly exist at PSHS could be 

considerably expanded, and would allow for rich educational experiences for our youths, as 

well as opportunities for the community to enjoy. 

 

With an enhanced Auditorium, a greater number and greater quality (no longer limited by 

1980s equipment and facilities) of both student and community-developed productions would 

be produced.  Visual Arts including film production would have facilities that allow for the 

exposition and development of various media, leading to greater sharing of technique and 

product.  The lobby area would make an outstanding Gallery or Museum Annex for the display 

of student and community art work, both live and through the scrolling monitors.  

 
 
 

 
2.0 CAMPUS PROGRAMS AND  

COMMUNITY SERVICES 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.1  IMPROVEMENT OF SERVICES 
 

Enhancements will allow for more collaborative experiences both professionally and in assisting 

growth with younger students. More access for the physically challenged and elderly would 

allow for more exposure and involvement by community members who traditionally have not 

been served. Articulation between all grade levels and schools would allow for greater 

opportunities for all students. The ability to share experiences through shared festivals, 

screenings, presentations, lectures and performances would allow for greater educational 



attainment. Safety and access to new technologies as a result of the remodeled facility would 

enhance performer achievement and would also benefit involvement by the community, thus 

allowing greater and more meaningful access by the community to share in students’ 

achievements, and to grow in shared educational experiences. The advent of technologies 

allowing the performing organizations to stream performances, workshops, and clinics means 

greater exposure and profile for the supporting organizations.  

 

 

2.2 PALM SPRINGS INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL 

 

The Palm Springs High School Auditorium has played an understated and critical role as one of 

the founding partners to the Palm Springs International Film Festival.  The Palm Springs 

International Film Festival is arguably the single most significant activity in the cultural and 

economic life of Palm Springs and from its inception, PSUSD has been a silent, but important, 

partner by providing low or no-cost usage of its largest performance venue throughout the 

history of the Palm Springs International Film Festival.  PSUSD students have had 

unprecedented access to professionals in the film industry through this collaboration, and 

PSUSD has taken careful steps to ensure that a renovated Auditorium will better accommodate 

the needs of the Palm Springs International Film Festival along with the needs of student 

programming and community use.   

 

PSUSD intends to work closely with local Film Festivals to deepen our collaboration on 

educational programs related to digital media, and on design elements to improve the facility's 

capabilities in screening major films.  Joint planning and resource sharing will enable both of 

these dimensions to mature at a healthy pace.   

 

 

2.3  MASTER CLASSES: MENTORSHIP, INTERSHIPS, JOB SHADOWING, 

EDUCATIONAL SEMINARS, SUMMITS AND PERFORMANCES 

In partnership with others, PSUSD envisions the creation of a series of coaching experiences 

that bring professionals into educational settings with students from our district.  By working 

with such organizations as the Aqua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians, City of Palm Springs, 

Desert Regional Hospital, Palm Springs Art Museum, The Palm Springs International Film 

Festival, the Helene Galen Center for the Performing Arts and the McCallum Theatre, as well as 

local businesses and entrepreneurs, PSUSD envisions collaborative arrangements that provide 

such enriching activities for students as: 



 Master Classes featuring business leaders, elected and appointed officials, health and 

human service managers, executive directors and managers, and professional artists.  

 Guest lectures by local professionals 

 Artists and Leaders-In-Residence arrangements that can be shared with other 

organizations 

 Student/professional productions 

 University-in-Residence:  Guest universities will be invited to take a short residence with 

the district to interact and work with district students. 

 Expanded festivals and performances featuring the combined work of high school 

students in the district and region.  

An enhanced and modernized PSHS Auditorium will enable many of these activities to become 

a reality at the highest level.   

 

 

                  3.0 INVESTMENT OPPORTUNTIES 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3.1  NAMING OPPORTUNITES 
 
You are looking at the future of Palm Springs High School.  The new Auditorium embodies our 
commitment to educating the next generations of leaders, innovators, influencers and change 
agents.  By making a gift to this remarkable Historic 1 building you will help Palm Springs 
students achieve their aspirations.  You will also enjoy naming rights for the historic Williams, 
Williams & Williams building known currently as Palm Springs High School Auditorium. 
 
An address is easy to forget, but some buildings are so known that the name suffices: the 
Empire State Building, for instance, or the Flatiron Building, the Chrysler Building, the 
Woolworth Building, the Alan Ladd Building or the Helene Galen Performing Arts Center.  As we 
confront the challenges of the future, we know that the community’s generosity will make all 
the difference in our efforts to make our youth and community wealthier in life, in spirit and in 
living wonders for generations to come. 

 
 
MAIN BUILDING RAMON ROAD     $2,000,000 

MAIN AUDITORIUM      $1,000,000 



STAGE AND ORCHESTRA PIT     $500,000  

LOBBY (MUSEUM ANNEX)      $500,000 

PROJECTION BOOTH           $500,000 

STAGE CRAFT WORKSHOP         $250,000 

DRESSING ROOMS (100K per)        $200,000 

CELEBRITY GREEN ROOM         $100,000 

BRICKS    (GROUND OR WALL)                                             $1,000 (per) 

SEATS                $500 (per) 

 
 
 
3.2  SPONSORSHIP AND UNDERWRITING 
 
All of the educational activities and programs described in this report are available for 
underwriting opportunities.  By assisting the District in building the future of our performing 
and visual arts programs and educational programs, community members and businesses can 
be affiliated with a new era in public/private partnerships that embed creativity and 
professional experience into the fabric of how we do education at Palm Springs Unified School 
District.   
 
We look to our community and our businesses to engage with us and with our students so that 
our young people will be prepared for higher education and professional careers.  The following 
is a sample of named sponsorship and underwriting opportunities that will be available: 
 

 Master Classes     $5,000 

 Artist or Mentor-in-Residence   $10,000 

 Guest Lecture Honoraria    $1,000 

 University-in-Residence    $25,000 

 Student Festivals     $1,000-$5,000 


